
    
Gaal’s boastful words were heard with much indignation by Zebul, one of the 
chief magistrates of the city of Shechem. Zebul lost no time in betraying the She-
chemites’ plans by secretly sending word to Abimelech concerning how matters 
stood. He advised Abimelech to suddenly show up outside the city – at which 
time, Zebul would undertake to encourage Gaal and his men to march out 
against him.  

Accordingly, one morning, when Zebul and other principal persons were 
with Gaal at the gate of the city, armed men were seen descending the hills. Gaal 
saw them and pointed them out to Zebul – little thinking that the man to whom 
he was speaking had sent for them himself and was now expecting them. 
“Look!” he said. “Do I not see a band of men coming down the mountain?” “No, 
no,” Zebul replied. “Your eyesight is deceiving you!” he mocked. “The shadow 
of the mountains looks like an army to you!” But Gaal was convinced that his 
eyes saw the truth when two more companies of men came into view. Then 
Zebul began to upbraid him by reminding him of his recent boastings, and he 
challenged Gaal to lead his men out – if he dared – to repel the advances of 
Abimelech.  

The opposing forces met, but no sooner did Gaal see a few of his men fall, 
than – with the rest – he hastily fled back into the town. Zebul availed himself 
of this palpable exhibition of impotence – if not cowardice – to induce the people 
of Shechem to expel Gaal and his troop from the city. Abimelech, who was stay-
ing at Arumah (which was not far off), was informed of this the next morning; 
and he was also made acquainted with the fact that the inhabitants of the town, 
although no longer guarded by Gaal, now went out to their labors in the field. 
Abimelech, therefore, laid ambushes outside the city; and when the men came 
forth to their work in the vineyards, two of the ambush-parties rose to destroy 
them, while a third hastened to the gates of Shechem to prevent their return into 
the safety of its walls. The city itself was taken; and Abimelech caused all the 
buildings to be destroyed, and the ground to be strewn with salt, as a symbol of 
the desolation to which his intentions consigned it.  

The tower in Shechem still remained, however; and 1,000 men and 
women were inside it. But they – supposing that the tower would not remain a 
defense to them – withdrew to the stronghold, which had the advantage of 
standing in a more elevated and commanding position. Upon perceiving this, 
Abimelech cut down the bough of a tree with his battle-axe, and carried it upon 
his shoulder – directing all his men to do the same. The wood was deposited 
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against the entrance and walls of the fortress; and when it was kindled, it made 
a tremendous fire, in which the building and the thousand people within it were 
destroyed.  

The city of Thebez was near Shechem, and Abimelech attempted the de-
struction of this city also (verse 50). He drove all the inhabitants of the town 
into the castle. When he had them there, he thought he could easily do the same 
thing here that he had lately done at the stronghold in Shechem. He attempted 
to set fire to this tower – at least to burn down the door, and thus force an en-
trance. But in the attempt, he himself was destroyed – having his brains knocked 
out with a piece of a millstone that was thrown at him from a woman in the 
tower. Herein we see that evil pursues sinners, and sometimes overtakes them 
when they are not only secure, but also apparently triumphant. Here at Thebez, 
all Abimelech’s honor was buried forever. And how foolishly prideful he was 
when he was struck down by the millstone! He took no care taken about his 
precious soul, and he did not pray to God for mercy. But he was very concerned 
to patch up his shattered reputation, even when there was no way to patch up 
his shattered skull. And he wickedly thought he could avoid a disgraceful death 
by becoming his own murderer through his servant’s hands, rather than going 
down in history as being slain by a woman. Nor did his foolish plan have its 
desired effect; for nearly three centuries afterward, his death was still ascribed 
to the woman who threw the piece of millstone from the wall (2 Sam. 11:21).  

Thus ended the dark, dishonorable career of the “Bramble King,” after a 
tyranny of three years; and thus closed one of the most degrading chapters in the 
history of Israel. The end result of all of this was that Israel’s peace was restored, 
and an end was put to this civil war; for those who followed Abimelech departed 
and went home. In addition, God’s justice was glorified (verses 56-57); for He 
punished the wickedness of both Abimelech and the Shechemites, thereby ful-
filling Jotham’s curse. In this way, the Lord preserved the honor of His govern-
ment, and gave a solemn warning to all ages. Although wickedness may seem to 
reign for a short time, it will not prosper forever!  

When our wandering souls leave the Savior’s fold, may He raise up a holy 
conflict within us until the corruptions of our poor fallen nature destroy each 
other – just as Abimelech and the Shechemites did – and until our every thought 
is brought into captivity to the obedience of Christ!  
 

Lord, You have given us Your Word of truth and right-
eousness! Pour upon us Your spirit of purity, peace, and 
love; and write Your holy law upon our hearts. Cause us 
to behold, with humble thankfulness, Your mercy in 
adopting every means which Your grace and wisdom see 
most suited to call home our rebellious hearts, when we 
depart from You and Your fullness of blessings. Amen.  
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