
    
After Gideon died, the worship of Baal became common again in Israel. And 
having forsaken their Covenant-God, the people next turned in ingratitude from 
their earthly deliverer; for they did not show kindness to the family of Gideon. 
This chapter begins by telling us how Abimelech got himself into authority, and 
how he made himself “great.” His mother – Gideon’s maidservant, and a native 
of the city of Shechem – had perhaps instilled into his mind some towering, am-
bitious thoughts. And nothing would serve his proud spirit except succeeding 
his father in the government of Israel – directly contrary to Gideon’s will, for he 
had declared that no son of his should rule over God’s people. Abimelech used 
craft to get his mother’s Shechemite relatives to support him. He wheedled them 
into the choice by suggesting that it was better to have one ruler (that is, him-
self), rather than to have many persons sharing a co-government over the nation 
(the seventy sons of Gideon). Abimelech also got money from the Shechemites, 
taken from the house of Baal. How unfit was this man to reign over Israel, who 
– instead of restraining and punishing idolatry – thus received money from an 
idol’s treasury! With this money, Abimelech hired into his service the local 
thugs and scoundrels. Aided by these desperadoes, the tyrant destroyed all his 
brothers – except for the youngest, Jotham, who Providentially escaped. And 
not only did the Shechemites aid and abet this murderous villain, but the rest of 
the Israelites were also so senseless that they let such deeds be done without 
opposition. They tamely submitted to this bloody tyrant – as people who had 
not only lost their religion; but also their sense of honor, liberty, and justice.  

When Abimelech’s dark deed had been completed, Jotham suddenly ap-
peared on the edge of a tall cliff on Mount Gerizim – immediately overlooking 
the town of Shechem. From this natural pulpit, he uttered the first parable rec-
orded in the Scriptures. His parable is very imaginative, for he spoke of the trees 
anointing a king over themselves. The government was offered to valuable trees 
like the olive, the fig, and the vine. But they refused it – choosing rather to serve 
than to rule. But when the same offer was made to the bramble bush, he accepted 
it with vain-glorious enthusiasm. Herein Jotham exposes the ridiculous ambi-
tion of Abimelech, whom he compared to the bramble – a worthless plant that 
is useless, fruitless, and hurtful. Jotham reminded his hearers of the many good 
services which his father Gideon had done for the people, and he charged them 
with great unkindness and contempt to his father’s family. And then he left it 
for them to decide whether or not they had done rightly in this matter. If they 
had dealt wickedly and treacherously in this matter (as he was sure they had), 
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they could not expect to 
prosper long. Abimelech 
and the Shechemites, who 
had thus strengthened one 
another’s hands in vil-
lainy, would certainly be-
come a plague and ruin to 
one another. Then, having 
given this admonition, 
Jotham made a swift es-
cape for his life and went 
to live in a remote and ob-
scure place.  
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Abimelech reigned for three years in Shechem. It is probable that at first, 
his authority did not extend much beyond the city of Shechem, which had made 
him king; but by gradual encroachments, he seems to have expanded his author-
ity over the neighboring towns and territories, compelling them to acknowledge 
his power. Later in the chapter, we find him warring against Thebez, in the tribe 
of Ephraim, as a rebellious city that seems to have refused submission to him. 
During these three years, however, Abimelech disgusted the men by whom he 
had been raised to power; and they began to deal treacherously with him. It 
seems that at this time, he was living in Arumah (verse 41). Expecting him to 
come to town, the Shechemites set men to lie in wait for him (verse 25); they 
were planning to make him their prisoner, whom they had lately made their 
prince. But when Abimelech did not come, these men who were thus posted to 
capture Abimelech took the opportunity of robbing ordinary travelers; and this 
would help make the people more and more uneasy under Abimelech’s leader-
ship, when they saw that he either could not or would not protect them from 
these outlaws.  

The men of Shechem began to entertain a man named Gaal – a bold, am-
bitious man who served their purposes admirably well when they were now in-
clined to quarrel with Abimelech. And the Shechemites served Gaal’s own self-
ish intentions just as well as he served theirs. Together, they did all the dishonor 
they could to Abimelech’s name. They made themselves merry in his absence, 
as if they were glad to have him out of their way. They feasted in the house of 
their idol, and cursed Abimelech – wishing him ill and praying to their idol for 
his destruction. And Gaal began to talk largely of what he could and would do, 
if authority was vested in him. This man did not intend to recover Shechem’s 
liberty; he only intended to change their tyrant. And he seems to have boastfully 
desired his friends to send Abimelech word that he was ready to contest the 
matter with him (verse 29). “Increase thine army, and come out!” he said. 
                          (continued in Part 2) 


